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Speculator Mine Fire. If you are ever
in our beautiful State, I hope you will
take time to visit.

One hundred years after this tragedy,
we are also reminded of how far we
have come in hard rock mining. Jobs
that were once seen as high risk are
now very desirable, not just due to
high wages, but more importantly be-
cause of advances in safety. In fact, ac-
cording to the Department of Labor,
fiscal year 2016 was the safest year in
mining history. The continued progress
toward safer mining has been a shared
effort across State and Federal agen-
cies, as well as the mining community
itself. New technology, better prac-
tices, special initiatives, and improved
training have led to a culture in min-
ing communities and industry that
prioritizes safety. The Granite Moun-
tain/Speculator Mine Fire reminds us
so that we must continue to push for
even safer mining.

Lastly, I want to take a moment to
thank those hard rock miners who are
spread across our beautiful country
and who continue to serve the Amer-
ican people. Thank you for all that you
do. We must continue to prioritize safe-
ty that we never again have a tragedy
like that of the Granite Mountain/
Speculator Mine Fire.e®

——

TRIBUTE TO HELEN AND BOBBY
FELDMAN

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Helen and Bobby
Feldman for their strong leadership in
the Jewish community. Bobby and
Helen have been involved in a number
of causes that celebrate their Jewish
heritage as well as make a difference
by putting the needs and well-being of
others before themselves.

Bobby and Helen have worked with
many organizations, including Stand
With Us, an organization dedicated to
educating individuals all over the
world about Israel and ways to combat
anti-Semitism, and HonestReporting, a
media watchdog organization dedicated
to providing facts, figures, and statis-
tics to journalists across the world to
ensure Israel’s story is told fairly by
the media.

Bobby Feldman’s interest in Jewish
culture and causes stemmed from his
early interest in environmental issues.
He worked with the Jewish National
Fund in Las Vegas where he now serves
as the president of the southern Ne-
vada chapter. Their organization is
working to revitalize areas in Israel by
planting trees, creating parks, and
working to build a better country for
years to come.

Helen Feldman has a list of accom-
plishments herself. She helped organize
the Women’s Alliance of the Jewish
National Fund. This organization en-
courages future generations of Las
Vegas women to celebrate our soli-
darity with Israel. She also volun-
teered her time at local nursing homes;
there she shows off her amazing sing-
ing talents and brightens the day of so
many Nevada seniors.
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On Sunday, April 30, the Jewish Na-
tional Fund is hosting their annual
Love of Israel brunch where both Helen
and Bobby will be recognized for their
involvement in the community. These
two individuals should be proud of all
that they have done together.

Earlier this week, Israel celebrated
their Holocaust Remembrance Day,
honoring and remembering the 6 mil-
lion Jewish people who were the vic-
tims of Nazi hatred. It serves us all as
a reminder for the need to turn away
prejudice and racism and embrace oth-
ers. That is why I am both humbled
and honored to acknowledge Helen and
Bobby for their work here in the great
State of Nevada. I also want to con-
gratulate them on 29 years of marriage,
and I look forward to seeing more from
them as they continue to make us all
very proud.e

————
TRIBUTE TO BETTY FOX

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Betty Fox and not
only wish her a happy birthday, but
also reflect on her years of service.
Betty Fox served her country in the
Armed Forces and remains an active
leader in the community. On April 22,
Betty Fox turned 98 years old, and to
this day, she makes us proud to call
her a fellow Nevadan and American.

Betty Fox joined the Marine Corps in
April 1943 shortly after the beginning
of World War II. She was stationed at
the Marine Corps Air Station, MCAS,
located in Cherry Point, NC. She was
then sent to the MCAS in El Toro, CA,
there she received the Honorable Serv-
ice Lapel Button marking her out-
standing service to her country. Betty
Fox was promoted to private first class
on August 20, 1943, then to corporal on
January 24, 1944. She was discharged on
February 5, 1944, but her promotions
and designations reflect on her service
and our country will never be able to
fully repay her for the sacrifices she
made in the defense of freedom.

In 1956, she moved to Las Vegas, NV,
and has been a Nevadan ever since. De-
spite no longer being Active military
personnel, Betty Fox remains involved
in the local community. She epito-
mizes an age-old saying: ““You are only
as old as you feel.”

Betty Fox volunteered at the Las
Vegas convention center for the past 18
years. She is an active, lifetime mem-
ber of the Marine Corps League, Local
Detachment 186, and has marched in
several Veteran’s Day parades in order
to honor those who, like her, sacrificed
to defend America and its values.

Betty is also a lifetime member of
Women Marine Association, WMA, and
was an active member until the local
chapter disbanded. After years of serv-
ing her country and community, she
volunteered her time at the local sen-
ior living center, brightening the day
of many of Nevada’s senior citizens.

I am both humbled and honored to
acknowledge Betty Fox for her service
to our country and community. Her
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sacrifices and continued commitment
to helping those who served makes me
proud to call her a fellow Nevadan. As
Nevada’s senior Senator, I want to
honor her success, her life of giving
back, and wish her the happiest 98th
birthday. Rest assured, we all look for-
ward to her continued efforts that are
sure to inspire us all.e
——

RECOGNIZING THE WOMEN’S
MINING COALITION

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Women’s Mining
Coalition, a Nevada-born group that
has devoted 25 years of service advo-
cating for a strong U.S. mining indus-
try. I am proud to honor the signifi-
cant contributions the Women’s Min-
ing Coalition has made to the mining
industry in the State of Nevada and
throughout our Nation. I am extremely
proud of their successes and am grate-
ful for how it has benefited the Silver
State.

In 1993, three Nevada geologists—
Kathy Benedetto, Ruth Carraher, and
Debbie Struhsacker—started the Wom-
en’s Mining Coalition in response to
the congressional debate to enact
major changes to the U.S. mining law
that would threaten the future of Ne-
vada’s mining industry and hard rock
mining throughout the country. At
that time, they never dreamed that
their concept would involve more than
taking a couple of trips to Washington,
to talk to lawmakers about mineral ex-
ploration, the importance of mining,
and that mining is a good career for
women, but this Battle-Born Nevada
concept has become a nationwide,
quarter-century commitment to talk
to Members of Congress about how
modern mining provides the building
blocks of our society while caring for
the environment and providing family-
wage jobs to miners and the many com-
panies throughout the country that
provide equipment, goods, and services
to the mineral exploration and mining
sectors.

Each year, WMC’s Nevada members
travel to the group’s annual Wash-
ington, DC fly-in. These Nevada women
represent the diverse domestic mining
industry and discuss legislative issues
and proposed rules affecting mining.
During these meetings, WMC members
put a face to mining that lawmakers
don’t expect: women involved in all
facets of mining, from equipment oper-
ators and manufacturers, engineers, ex-
ecutives, miners, metallurgists, geolo-
gists, and environmental scientists.

Last September at a banquet in Las
Vegas, the group received the pres-
tigious Prazen Living Legends of Min-
ing Award from the National Mining
Hall of Fame for their many years of
service and commitment to the mining
industry. Not resting on their laurels,
the Women’s Mining Coalition is in
Washington, DC, this week to continue
their work to let Congress know that a
strong mining industry is essential to
the future of Nevada and our Nation.
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